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The case study is an eminent research strategy for investigating complex phenomena and 
developing new theories, but it has long been labelled as atheoretical, area-specific, idiosyncratic 
and lacking rigour within the tourism field. The aim of this integrative literature review is therefore to 
analyse ‘disciplinary conventions’, capturing both the latest methodological discussions and 
empirical practices. We posit that prejudice around this research strategy might be a topical 
representation of broader metatheoretical divides characterising the tourism field. 
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